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bey 12, 2001

Moatt St, Joun
5550 Sxylene Boulcvard, Sulte A
Santa kosa, California 954053

Dear Mr. St. John;

Upon directon from the L.P.A. to tne Stute Water Board the Mattole
River has been designated as impsaired votn for sediment and temperature
considerations. It is suggestea that this impeirment nas nad a nega-
tive impact on the teneficial uses of tie stream and its tributaries,
nanely the nabitat for our anadrosaous szalumonoid fisheries., Tiae impli-
cation being tnatl land management practices have exacerbated t:is im-
pairment.

It is our belief that evidence gatnered to sugport this impaired
designation is in part anecdotal, incoumplete, outcdated, and inaccurate.
During Deceuber of 1855 and again in December of 1964, our water-
shed experienced inordinate amounts of rainfall. The resulting slide
activities and flooding scoured streambanks and deposited great quant-

tities of debri and sediment in our streambeds. (sece exhibit A).
These years, 1950 tnrough t.ie 1960's were alsoc years wnen extensive
lopeing and road-building took place in the Mattole, How much of
the slide activity, debri and sediment deposits are to be attributed
to 1ll-placed or 11l cared for roacs used for tihe timber harvesting
01 that time is hard if not im:ossible to guantify. Current strin-
sent forest practice rules insure tnst timber pnarvesting activities
will not play a major role in such evenis again,

It is our contention that catastropuic events resulting in great
sediment deposits are not a new pnenomen.n for the Mattole (Exhibit B)
In tne context of time pernsps this watersaed was not as alrfected or
lmpaired during the last half century as nas been suggestea; imagine
sucil reinfall events and saturation of the soll coupled witn a major
eartnquake!

What is amazing is tne saort period of time tnat 1t i1is taking the
watersned to hieal or return to tre norwalacy that we perceive it should
ve in. Sediment deposits are miprating downstream, nillsloge vege-
tation is increasing, o0ld sliues are healing and riparian vegetztion/
canony is regprowin, (see exnioits C,D,E). Some of our streams are
now fairly teeming with anadromous fisa. In some areas, since fire
now doesn't pleay its alstoric role in tine ecological balance of our
landscapge, we are actually experiencing a net loss of our native
srasslancs, (see exhibits E&F).The full impact of tnis role (or lack of
of 1t) on our environment we uave not yet fully come to understand
or appreciate,

Mankind seems to nave an imaulsive need to "fix'" wmother nature
witnout truly understanding the impacts of their wmeddling. Remember
the wisguldeu "clearing tuie streamns of obstacies" period in the 60's
encourgea Ly Fisno & Game? Thousanas of dollars are spent every year
on restoration work that wasnes downstreaw in tne first nigh water of
the year. In tiae meantime, ne&turc is coing i1t's own restorztion work
o 1t's own gchnedule,
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Settin, uy an artificisl TMDL schedule will have little effect on
nature's time~tuavle. The selmon are returning to the Mattole, tue
watersned is recovering, aanc these tailng s are napp enlnU in °'Lt€ of
man's nlsgulded hely, not vecruse of 1t, Tarowin, mere rules and
resulations &t landowners won't nel . taue recovery process. It may
ferce a numeer of landowners <o increcse utilization of the resources
on tieir land in order to mceet TMDL requirements.
e

We believe the Mattole needs to be tTasen ofi the 303-(d) dimpesired
Listing.

Bob Stansberiy
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HBob ¥ Val Steansoerry
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